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 Diplomatic Relations  

President Nyusi visited Botswana on 24 – 26 April 

Comments made by President Nyusi during the visit:   

 So far eight Botswana projects were approved in tourism, industry, construction and 
services to the value of six million USD estimated to generate about 257 jobs. 

 More lucrative investment opportunities to enable efficient movement of people and 
goods in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) must be enhanced 
for the two countries which included the integrated deep waters port project of 
Tchobanine in Maputo. This would establish a connection with the coal rich area of 
Selebi Phikwe through Zimbabwe.  

 This large scale and complex project requires thorough studies including the 
environmental component as well as the harmonisation interests and financial 
resources mobilisation.   

 “In the area of mining, there is a strong potential for cooperation between the two 
countries,” he noted. 

The nature of relations between Botswana and Mozambique  

Botswana and Mozambique enjoy excellent relations underpinned by close historical ties, 
which were forged during the liberation struggle in Southern Africa. 

The relations have also been strengthened by the establishment of diplomatic relations in 
1975. In 2004, Mozambique established a resident diplomatic mission in Gaborone. 
Botswana reciprocated by establishing a resident diplomatic mission in Maputo in 2012. 

Mining in Botswana  

Mining in Botswana plays a significant role in the country's economy. It contributes a third to 
the country's GDP and 50% of tax earnings. Mining in Botswana that started off in 1965 
takes about 80% of the total export of the country's products. 

Mining takes up about 20% of the entire employment sector. And 80% of the mining 
manpower are employed in two mining companies of Debswana (merger between De Beers 
Pty Ltd and Botswana Government) and BCL. 

The country has huge deposits of diamond, copper, coal, cobalt, gold, salt, soda ash, nickel 
and uranium. But without a doubt, diamond mining dominates mining in Botswana. 

 

Environment      

 

Mozambique the ‘greenest’ country in the world 
 
Mozambique has “the most environmentally friendly people in the world”, “according to a 
ranking published yesterday by the British consultancy MoneySupermaket, which puts 
Ethiopia in second place, and Zimbabwe in third. 
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“Topping the list, people from Mozambique have the least impact of anyone anywhere – 
using almost 100 percent green energy, producing almost no carbon dioxide and creating 
almost no waste,” MoneySuperMarket said in a statement. “Their only disadvantage is that 
they don’t treat any of their wastewater, so anything that gets poured out, stays as it is.” 
 
In Mozambique, 99.87% of the energy consumed is green, with carbon dioxide emissions 
around 0.1 tonnes per person and a replacement of 0.07 for trees felled. 
 
The ranking puts Mozambique as the cleanest country in terms of energy use, with good 
ratings for Ethiopia, Zambia and Lithuania, and Portugal appearing in 72nd place. 
 
At the other end of the scale, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States of America and Sri 
Lanka are listed as the most polluting countries. 
 
 
Additional information from Win Win Solutions 4 Africa  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Political Affairs     

 
Graça Machel advocates inclusion of women in the formal economy as valued 
contributors 
 

 
Entrepreneurial women share experiences and reflect on the challenges of the 
business world 
 
‘Tea only for them’ is an initiative of the Commercial and Investment Bank (BCI) to pay 
homage to Mozambican women for their contribution to the country's social and economic 
development. And it was in this context that dozens of entrepreneurs shared experiences, 
success stories and reflected on the challenges of the business world. In addition to women 
from the business world, the event was attended by the Minister of Gender, Children and 
Social Action, Cidália Chaúque, social activist Graça Machel, and the Portuguese 
ambassador in Maputo, Maria Amélia Paiva. In his speech, Paulo Sousa referred to the 
statistics of BCI's collaborators to demonstrate how gender equity is a serious issue for BCI. 
"Of 2,872 BCI employees, 1,530 are women and 51 percent of senior positions are held by 
women," he said. 

The bank also seeks to be an example in affirming women through the creation of special 
lines of financing. After successful experiences since 2014, this bank will make 500 million 
meticais available to women entrepreneurs. BCI's PCE justifies the offer citing the dynamism 
of female entrepreneurship: "These are not lines that we launch every year. By the end of 
2016 we had 570 credit operations and a credit amount above 925 million meticais. " 

Graça Machel congratulated the bank for its commitment to create facilities for women to 
access financial services. The social activist recalled that most Mozambican women did not 
even have a bank account and were not part of the formal economy. Because of these 
limitations, their "enormous contribution to their livelihood and stability of society" did not 
count officially. "No one can measure and value their contribution sufficiently. We have to 
fight hard to formalise the women's economy," she said. 

Graça Machel challenged women entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs to "dream big", noting 
that it was not just about achieving a certain level, but about being in a position capable of 
leading the processes of economic transformation. For this to happen, it was important for 
women to have growth plans: "As an entrepreneur, where do I want to be in one, two, three, 
five or 10 years?" Graça challenged Paulo Sousa to start thinking about the woman who 
could replace him  as BCI PCE. 
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Cidália Chauque Oliveira  
Minister of Gender, Children & Social 
Welfare  
Date of Birth: 22/10/1972  
Place of Birth: Inhambane,  
Mozambique  
 

 

Cidália Manuel Chauque Oliveira was born 22 October 1972 in Inhambane. She rose 
through Frelimo party youth (Organização da Juventude Moçambicana, OJM) and women's 
(OMM) organisations. She was elected to parliament in 2009. She was also named governor 
of Nampula province in 2012. 

 

Portuguese ambassador in Maputo, Maria Amélia Paiva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: President Filipe Nyusi 

Right: Maria Amélia Paiva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Politics  

  

Dhlakama bets on Renamo in 2019 presidential bid  

Renamo's secretary general, Manuel Bissopo, says his party leader, Afonso Dhlakama, will 
be betting on this party in the 2019 electoral race. According to Bissopo, Dhlakama is 
sympathetic to the welfare of the Mozambican people and the members of Renamo. Bissopo 
highlights the debate on the decentralisation of power, and consensus for peace in 
Mozambique, among others, as sufficient reasons for members to continue to trust the 
Renamo leader. 

"Continue to trust President Dhlakama as he serves well and promotes the party's destinies 
and the well-being of the people," said Manuel Bissopo, who spoke to reporters minutes 
after the meeting he held yesterday with members of his party in Zambézia.The objective of 
the meeting was to design strategies for oversight by Renamo members in the municipal and 
general elections of 2018 and 2019. 

In addition to discussing oversight, the meeting examined the selection of members to be 
included on the lists of electoral bodies (STAE and CNE) representing Renamo. In this 
regard, Bissopo said that Renamo would identify members able to control polling stations. 

Manuel Bissopo urged members of his party to engage in the life of the party as a way of 
revitalising the foundations and putting each supporter in tune with the decisions aimed at 
Renamo's goals for Mozambicans. "We want to run this country. President Dhlakama must 
be in Ponta Vermelha, through universal suffrage," said Manuel Bissopo. To this end, 
Renamo's secretary-general says that party members should work to ensure that Dhlakama 
and the party achieve good results. 

The Renamo meeting in Zambézia lasted one day. 

 

Economy  

  

Zambézia: Reference prices set for agricultural marketing  

The government should define minimum reference prices in the marketing of agricultural 
surpluses in order to prevent the buyer from dictating the price of any product. This was 
argued by agricultural producers and service providers. They stated that if this did not 
happen urgently, producers would be condemned to perpetuate the cycle of poverty 
because their efforts during the campaign did not result in fair prices, which stimulate work to 
progressively increase production and improve income. 

The issue of the need for the intervention of the Executive in the application of minimum 
reference prices occupied a large part of the discussions on the theme, related to the 
‘Challenges of agricultural marketing” on day 2 of the first Inter-Provincial Coordinating 
Council ending tomorrow in the city of Gurué. The issue was triggered when producers 
intervened in the debate to complain about the fall in the price of maize in the district, which 
dropped from 23 meticais in the past campaign to three meticais in the present, a decline 
considered drastic which did not help the peasant out of poverty. 
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João Catxava, a farmer with extensive experience, said that the current corn price of three 
meticais penalised the producer and did not compensate the costs of production, namely 
mechanisation, fuel, labour, technical assistance and other aspects. 

He explained that the small producer did not often use mechanisation and worked with the 
short cable hoe, under scorching sun, and rain, and at the end of the harvest, could no 
longer sell at fair prices. 

Independently of the market economy, there was a need for the Government to intervene to 
fix prices through benchmarks to help the producer and make the marketing more attractive 
and competitive. 

Another participant, Pio Matos, an agrarian service provider, corroborated Catxava by 
stating that even in the great world economies Government's role remained to fix the price. 
He explained that the Government’s action, when fixing minimum reference prices, provided 
a beacon for marketing in harmony with the interests of the parties and to promote economic 
growth through fair prices. 

For Pio Matos, the national reality shows that the intervention of the State in terms of price 
and marketing is inevitable. "When the economic operators do not have the capacity, the 
government must intervene. Our reality is different,” said Matos, who was applauded by the 
producers and service providers in the Inter-Provincial Coordinating Council. The council 
includes participation of the Provincial Directorates of Agriculture and Food Safety, Industry 
and Commerce, Interior Sea Water and Fisheries, as well as Tourism. 

Speaking in the discussion, the provincial director of Agriculture and Food Security, Marcelo 
Chaquisse, said that the fall in prices was linked to the increase in corn production. 
Resorting to the law of supply and demand, Chaquisse said that normally when production 
was higher, prices fell and that for the Government, this was a sign that the population had 
produced food. 

He explained that at the moment it was necessary to create a forum to discuss this 
possibility, involving producers, traders and the Government (through the Institute of Cereals 
of Mozambique) to find the best model. 

"The role of the Mozambican Grains Institute has been redefined, so we have to discuss the 
issue to find solutions," he said. 

The subject of the corn price made the producers apprehensive. Traders say maize in the 
district of Gurué is being harvested early. 

 

 Political Affairs  

 

AR approves new administrative areas  

Following a proposal from the Government, the Assembly of the Republic yesterday 
approved creation of fourteen administrative posts and ten localities in the provinces of 
Zambézia, Nampula, Tete, Gaza and Maputo. 

The creation of the new administrative areas was approved by a majority of the Frelimo and 
MDM seats, with 145 votes in favour and 56 coming from the Renamo parliamentary group. 
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According to the Minister of Economy and Finance, Adriano Maleiane, the decision of the 
Parliament will have a budgetary impact in the order of 892 million meticais, 346 million for 
administrative posts and 546 million for localities. 

Administrative posts include Luabo-Sede and Chimbazo, in the district of Luabo; Mulevala-
sede and Chiraco in Mulevala; Derre-sede and Guerissa in Derre; and Molumbo-sede and 
Corromana, in the district of Molumbo in the province of Zambézia. 

In the province of Tete Marara-sede and Mufa-Boroma were created, in the district of 
Marara; and Dôa-sede and Chueza, in the district of Dôa. The administrative posts of Incaia 
and Machaila were also created in the districts of Bilene and Mapai, respectively, in Gaza. 

Yesterday the AR also approved the creation of the towns of Mocone, Namitanari and 
Cululo, in the administrative posts of Liúpo-sede and Quinga, in the district of Liúpo, 
province of Nampula. 

In Tete, in the district of Marara, the localities of Chacocoma, Salima, Chueza-sede and 
Ancuaze were created, the latter three in the district of Do. 

In the provinces of Gaza and Maputo the towns of Machaila and Hariane were created, in 
the administrative post of Machaila, in Mapai district; the locality of Ponta D'Ouro, was 
created at the administrative post of Zitundo, in the district of Matutuíne. 

The Minister of State Administration and Public Administration, Carmelita Namashulua, 
presented the need to bring State services closer to citizens, shortening distances for access 
to public services, as a basis for the creation of the new administrative regions. 

According to Namashulua, the idea is also to continue the restructuring begun in 2013 and 
2016, with the creation of new districts in the country. The Government's proposal was 
assessed by the Committees on Constitutional Affairs, Human Rights and Legality and 
Public Administration and Local Government, which delivered relevant and timely proposals. 

Yesterday, Parliament approved (by a majority vote of Frelimo) the draft resolution on the 
General State Account for 2015, in the absence of the Renamo deputies who left the plenary 
when the debate on this point began. 

 

Political Affairs   

 

 

Judicial Council: Challenging goals for courts and judges this year  

The Supreme Court (TS) and the Judicial Council decided to set procedural targets to be 
reached this year by the 154 Judicial Courts operating in the country and by the 310 judges 
assigned to these judicial offices. 

The objective is to facilitate cases brought before the courts, reducing delays in their 
treatment and helping to respond to citizens' concerns. This was announced yesterday in 
Maputo, in another meeting of the Judicial Council. 

Adelino Muchanga, President of the TS, believes that the attainment of these goals must be 
ensured, both quantitatively and qualitatively. 
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"Our overall quantitative goal for this year is to complete at least 136,704 processes. While it 
is true that the achievement of the goals is relevant, we hope that this will be accompanied 
by the realisation of the strategic values we include, including judicial ethics and our vision of 
an accessible, independent,” said the president of TS. 

Thus, the collective goals for the eleven judges of the Supreme Court are 117 cases this 
year, compared to 111 last year. For the Higher Courts of Appeal, with 21 judges distributed 
in the cities of Maputo, Beira and Nampula, the goal is to close 924 cases, against 879 in 
2016. Regarding the Provincial Judicial Courts, the 87 judges assigned to them have the 
mission to judge 21,257 cases by the end of this year, compared to 18,600 last year. 

In turn, the 181 judges assigned to the District Judicial Courts are expected to judge 105,089 
cases this year, compared to 88,063 last year. The Maputo City Police Court has as its goal 
to judge 20,308 cases against 19,341 cases for 2016, while the Juvenile Court has as its 
goal to conclude 3,029 cases against 2,885 cases last year. 

Individually, a Judge of the Judicial Court of the Province, assigned to the Criminal 
Jurisdiction, has as a monthly target to judge 18 cases, while that of the Civil area, in the 
specific case of the Maputo City Court, Maputo, Sofala, Nampula, Manica and Inhambane, 
must attend 30 monthly processes. For the magistrates of the Courts of Cabo Delgado, 
Niassa, Zambézia, Gaza and Tete, the target is fixed at 20 monthly processes. 

For the Commercial Jurisdiction, the judge of the Judicial Court of Maputo City must judge 
20 cases, while those in the provinces of Maputo, Sofala and Nampula, must attend to 15 
cases. For the Labor Jurisdiction, the monthly target for a judge in the City of Maputo and 
the provinces of Maputo, Sofala and Nampula is 50 monthly cases. For those in the 
provinces of Tete, Manica and Zambézia, the target is fixed at 25 cases. 

For the Jurisdiction / Sections of Minors, the target is 40 monthly cases per judge and in the 
Maputo City Police Court is 350 cases. 

 

Infrastructure  

 

 

SADC recognises key role of Mozambique Transport Corridors  

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) on Wednesday recognised the role 
played by Mozambique, ever since the creation of the regional body, in the promotion of 
development corridors. 

The SADC Executive Secretary, Stergomena Lawrence Tax, expressed this affirmation 
during Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi’s visit to the SADC headquarters in Gaborone, at 
the end of his state visit to Botswana. 

Tax said that the development corridors, particularly the Maputo Corridor in the south, had 
been making an enormous contribution to the circulation of people and goods. This impact 
had been driven by the introduction of an Integrated Electronic Payment System in SADC, 
an initiative which had helped reduce transaction costs. 

The system, known by the acronym SIRESS, is intended to facilitate cross-border trade in 
the SADC region. Tax said that with the new system, goods were cleared in just 24 hours, 
rather than up to seven days as in the past. 
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The SADC director for finance, investments and customs, Sadwick Mtonakuthe, also 
stressed Mozambique’s key role in regional transport, noting that in the early years of the 
organisation Mozambique had successfully coordinated the transport and communications 
sectors. 

“SADC’s current strategy of corridors was also formulated in this period, and the 
Mozambican government showed exemplary leadership in the corridors and in spatial 
development initiatives, as strategic instruments for regional development and integration,” 
said Mtonakuthe. 

The corridors extend from Mozambique’s main ports of Maputo, Beira and Nacala, providing 
access to international markets for landlocked countries such as Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

“Very recently these corridors benefited the region by operating as vital routes for the 
transport of grain in response to the declaration of a regional disaster made by SADC,” 
added Mtonakuthe, referring to last year’s major drought across much of the SADC region. 

He also touched on the SADC energy deficit. Recently, demand for electricity has grown at 
3.2 percent a year, and in mid-2016 the region experienced a deficit of 5,583 megawatts. 
The SADC member states have recently concluded projects that can generate 3,932 
megawatts. Mozambique’s vast hydropower potential is still largely untapped but the 
construction of new dams and power station depends on finding clients who pledge to buy 
the electricity. The logical customer is the South African electricity company ESKOM, but for 
years ESKOM has shown little interest in investing in new power sources outside of South 
Africa. 

 

Transport   

 

Nyusi censors weak work ethic in public service  

The Ministry of State Administration and Public Administration (MAEFP) should lead the 
process of creating a productive mindset among state employees and agents, whose poor 
performance resulted in the weak production of revenues for the economy. 

The recommendation yesterday by the President of the Republic, Filipe Nyusi, was made 
during his visit to various bodies and institutions under the MAEFP, before guiding a meeting 
of the advisory council of that ministry. 

Contrary to what happened to some Ministries he had visited in recent months, Filipe Nyusi 
praised more than criticised but expressed a desire to see improvements in the management 
of cadres of the state apparatus, noting that officials should not continue to be promoted to 
positions of leadership on the basis of what he called "cronyism". According to him, it was 
necessary to reward those who showed good performance in their assignments. 

Regarding the performance of the sector, the Head of State pointed out concrete aspects for 
urgent change, particularly the management of human resources and state assets, such as 
buildings and cars. 

Nyusi pointed the finger at corruption, saying that the MAEFP staff had been giving lip 
service but have done little to stop the phenomenon in the public service. 
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"There will come a time when we will close down institutions because of the corrupt ones," 
the Chief of State quipped, referring to the number of employees dismissed because of links 
to corrupt practices. 

Addressing the members of the Advisory Board, whom he praised for vision and mastery of 
the portfolios, Nyusi stressed that the mismanagement of heritage degraded the state. 

He was aggrieved by the poor condition he saw in many institutions, with poor maintenance 
of assets. "There is a weak work culture, marked by absenteeism and lack of goals," 
stressed the President of the Republic. 

Nyusi began a visit to the new facilities of the MAEFP, in the avenue 10 de Novembro, 
passing successively by the Superior Institutes of Public Administration (ISAP), National 
Disaster Management (INGC) and finishing in the former headquarters building of the 
Ministry, where he Session of the Consultative Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Events Calendar  

3 – 5 May 2017 
World Economic Forum on Africa 
Durban, South Africa 
 
15 – 17 March 2017  
4th Mozambuild  
Mozambique International Building, Construction and Interiors Show  
Maputo  
For more information:  
http://ametrade.org/mozambuild/?utm_source=Zitamar%2520News&utm_medium=Banner&
utm_campaign=Mozambuild%25202016 

6 – 8 September 2017 
Africa Down Under Conference 2017 
Perth, Western Australia  
 

Mozambique Holidays 2017 

Monday 01 May 2017:               Worker’s Day 
Tuesday 25 July 2017:              Independence Day  
Thursday 07 September 2017:  Victory Day 
Monday 25 September 2017:    Revolution Day / Armed Forces Day 
Wednesday 04 October 2017:   Day of Peace and Reconciliation 
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News of the Week  
 
Thursday, 27 April  
 
World Bank Project in Mozambique    
Bank-funded irrigation systems bring back life and hope to small farmers in rural 
Mozambique   
‘Forest-smart’ strategies deliver benefits for people and the environment 
 
Business News  
Mozambique battles illegal logging to save tropical forests 
Eighteen health units to operate in northern zone  
 
Social Development  
Malaria kills 25 people in Manica 
 
Music & Entertainment   
Ivan Mazuze celebrates Jazz Day at a concert in Italy 
 
Sports News  
Beira Railway already knows its opponents in the Champions League 
 

Wednesday, 26 April 
 
Foreign Affairs 
Nyusi calls for increased Botswana use of Maputo port 
 
Mining & Energy 
Syrah Resources awards logistics pit-to-port graphite distribution contract to  
Grindrod  
 
Mining & Energy 
Mozambique interested in Botswana mining experience  
 
International Trade 
Four Portuguese-speaking countries benefit from China’s new import rules  
 
Business News 
Cooperatives want regulation to guide their activities  
 
Transportation 
Ministry of Transport and Communications opens public tender for companies interested in 
operating in air transport 
 
Business News 
Salimo Abdula is the new PCA of Vodacom Mozambique 
 
Infrastructure  
Tsogo Sun invests R220m in new Maputo hotel 
 

 
 



Tuesday, 25 April 
 
Political Affairs    
During state visit to Botswana: Nyusi seeks stimulus to economic cooperation 
 
Infrastructure   
Regadio da Moamba goes to rehabilitation 
 
Business News  
The rise of mobile in Africa 
 
Labour Law  
Workers' organisation argues for lowest minimum wage of 16,000 meticais  
 
Business News  
Entrepreneurs in central Mozambique want bank financing for agriculture 
 
Tourism  
Mozambique among the top 10 tourist destinations in the next decade 
 
Mining & Energy  
Four thousand illegal miners expelled since February – Mozambican police in Cabo Delgado  
 

Monday, 24 April 
 
Political Affairs   
PM demands more rigour in asset management 
 
Economy 
Civil Service Union says increase in minimum wage does not solve basic Mozambican 
expenses 
 
Business News 
Brazil refuses to provide data on Odebrecht’s activities in Mozambique 
 
Political Affairs 
Nyusi promises consensus announcement soon 
 
Social Development  
PM in attendance at doctors’ gala 2017 confirms government’s commitment to the medical 
profession 
 
Economy 
Credit concession in Mozambique contracts 2.0% in 2016 
 
Transportation       
Urban public transport: Subsidy exchanged for 300 new buses 


